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market for between one per cent, and two per cent*
of French exports, and they supply between one
per cent, and two per cent, of French imports.

This small economic value of African possessions

is not really surprising.   In the first place no

highly industrialised State of Europe can find an

important market for its  manufactured  goods,

except where there is an effective demand for them.

In Africa under existing conditions, there cannot

be such a demand.   In many parts of the continent

there is  a  very large  native   population,   and

imperialists have deluded themselves into thinking

that these millions of natives can be converted into

consumers   of   European   manufactured   goods*

They forget the social and economic conditions

under which the natives live*   For instance the

amount of British products which British industry

can sell to the six million inhabitants of British

East Africa and Uganda is limited by the amount

that those six million natives can, under existing

economic conditions, pay for imported products*

The rate of wages paid to native labour is a good

index  of the  purchasing  power of  the native

population.   In British East Africa the average

rate of wages before the war was 2d* or jd. a day*

The money value of the total income of this native